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1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF AP TICKER RE YOUR LETTER TO EDITOR 
OF HARPER'S: 

2. BEGIN TEXT SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY A. KISSINGER HAS 
TAKEN STRONG OBJECTION TO AN ATTACK ON HIM BY JOURNALIST 
AND FORMER WHITE HOUSE AIDE WILLIAM SAFIRE IN THE MARCH 
ISSUE OF HARPER'S. 

IN AN ARTICLE ENTITLED "PUPPET AS PRINCE," SAFIRE QUOTED 
FROM WHAT HE CALLED THE "FOURTH AND FINAL DRAFT" OF A 
STATEMENT ALLEGEDLY MADE TO SOVIET LEADER LEONID BREZHNEV 
DURING PRESUMMIT MEETINGS IN 1972. 

IT REFERRED TO THE WAR IN VIETNAM, AMERICAN RELATIONS WITH 
CHINA AND BILATERAL RELATIONS AND TRADE AND SAID IN PART: 

"...AS PRESIDENT (RICHARD NIXON) IS BOUND TO BE KEENLY 
SENSITIVE TO THE FACT THAT OUR LAST PRESIDENT WAS FORCED 
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TO VACATE HIS OFFICE BECAUSE OF THE AFFECTS OF THE VIETNAM 
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WAR, PRESIDENT NIXON WILL NOT PERMIT THREE PRESIDENTS TO 
LEAVE OFFICE UNDER ABNORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES." 

COMMENTING ON THIS, SAFIRE WORTE THAT 'THIS STRAIGHT-FROM- 
THE-SHOULDER TALK; THE REFERENCES TO THE U.S. POLITICAL 
SCENE WERE OF QUESTIONABLE PROPRIETY SINCE CONTINUANCE IN 
OFFICE SHOULD HARDLY BE THE REASON FOR A U.S. LEADER S 
REACTION TO A FOREIGN POWER'S MILITARY OFFENSIVE." 

IN A LETTER TO HARPER'S DATED FEB. 9, KISSINGER SAID. 

"MR. SAFIRE QUOTES EXTENSIVELY FROM A STATEMENT HE CONTENDS 
I MADE TO GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV DURING THE APRIL 18- 
22 MEETINGS IN PREPARATION FOR THE NIXON-BREZHNEV SUMMIT 
LATER THAT MONTH. 

"THERE IS BUT ONE PROBLEM: I NEVER MADE THE STATEMENT . . . 

I DID FIND A CLASSIFIED DRAFT STATEMENT, PREPARED FOR ME 
BY THE STAFF, WHICH IS REMARKABLY SIMILAR TO THE MATERIAL 
MR. SAFIRE SO KNOWINGLY REPEATS ..." 

"UNFORTUNATELY FOR THE VERACITY OF MR. SAFIRE'S ACCOUNT 
AND THE POINT HE IS TRYING TO MAKE. HOWEVER, I DID NOT 
FOLLOW THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF MY STAFF. IN FACT, I TOOK 
QUITE A DIFFERENT LINE WHEN I TALKED WITH THE SECRETARY 
GENERAL." 

KISSINGER ALSO DENIED THAT HE DISCUSSED THE WHEAT DEAL 
WITH THE SOVIETS AS SAFIRE INDICATED. 

"CONTRARY TO HIS IMPLICATION, I DID NOT SEE PREMIER 
KOSYGIN ON THE SOVIET TRIP IN QUESTION, NOR WAS THE WHEAT 
DEAL DISCUSSED BY ME WITH OTHER SOVIET OFFICIALS DURING 
THAT OR LATER VISITS TO MOSCOW, OR FOR THAT MATTER ANY- 
WHERE ELSE. THE WHEAT DEAL WAS HANDLED BY OTHER AGENCIES," 
KISSINGER SAID. 

HE ALSO CITED SAFIRE'S CLAIM THAT HE ENLISTED WHITE HOUSE 
SPOKESMAN RON NESSEN TO SAY THAT NIXON COULD NOT ACHIEVE 
THE VLADIVOSTOK AGREEMENT IN THREE YEARS WHILE FORD DID 
IT IN THREE MONTHS. 
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"THAT STATEMENT CAN ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS A VICIOUS 
CANARD," KISSINGER WROTE. "MR. NESSEN’S STATEMENT WAS 

MADE ON AIR FORCE ONE ON THE WAY BACK FROM THE FAR EAST; 
I WAS . . . THOUSANDS OF MILES FROM THE EVENT. WHEN I 
LEARNED OF THE STATEMENT, I IMMEDIATELY ASKED THAT THE 
WHITE HOUSE ISSUE A RETRACTION, WHICH IT DID . . ." 
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AND SO THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT ABOUT IT, LET ME STATE FOR 

THE RECORD THAT I AM CONVINCED THAT FORMER PRESIDENT 
NIXON'S WORK ON SALT . . . LAID THE BASIS FOR THE 
VLADIVOSTOK AGREEMENT, AND THAT THE AGREEMENT WOULD NOT 
HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE PROGRESS PREISDENT NIXON 
HAD EARLIER ACHIEVED." END TEXT INGERSOLL 
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